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MEMOIRS OF ROCKWOOD MISSON
Len Brown

One Sundg morning in the Spring of 1947,four men were returning from
thar respedive places of worship. The subjed of thdr conveasation was
the spiritud state of the district in which they lived and wha could be done
about it. At this time, it seemed as if the rot had set in and looking badk
now over the last 43 years, well over 40 places of worship have closed
down. Thear concern was deep then; how much deeper is it now These
four men, all minea's, were Mr. Samud Vaugha from Cerney Independent
Church (Methodist), Mr. D. Parry (Poolmouth Methodist Church), Mr.
Llewelyn Davies and myself from Brake Methodist Church. The result of
this meding was tha they set a time apart during tha day for prayer and
agreed to med agan in the evening. They invited other persons with
similar interests to join them. It was decided to cdl a further meding on
thefollowing Friday to form a Misson Band. This meding was hdd at the
Cerney Indgoendent Church and those present were as follows:

Mr. Norman Davies, Mr. Samud Vaughan, Mr. Llew Bladkwell, Mr. Bill
Ward and Mr. Herbert Chdlone (Cerney Independent Methodist Church),
Mr. Llew Davies, Mr. Os. Roberts and myself (Brake Methodist Church),
Mr. D. Parry (Poolmouth Methodist)

At this meding, officers were appointed.

Mr. Norman Davies Charman
Mr. Llew Davies Vice-charman
Mr. D. J. Parry Seaetary
Mr. S. Vaughan Treasurer

Our title was "The Broughon and District Misson Band" and our treasurer
acountwas named "The Band Box". All finance was direded to or from
"The Band Box". One of the first items purchased was a puldic address
system with a very large horn. Mr. Bill Ward was our eledrician. Some
time later, Mr. A.M. Richards joined us from the Congegaiond Church.
He ownead a lorry and it was a common sight on a Saturday afternoonto
seeus going aroundthe district on this lorry with the spe&kers fixed to the
cab.
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We covered an areafrom Holt to Corwen and from Mold to LIangollen. We
aso aranged a weekly prayer meding on Tuesday nights and Bible Class
on Thursday night. A busnessmeding was hdd onthefirst Saturday in the
month. So, we were engaged in a very extendve programme and village
after vill age was bombarded with the Gogpel.

Mr. Llew Davies was gppointed as Bible Classleale and myself as prayer
leader and Open Air leader. As we toured the digtricts, villages, hamlets
and towns many people heard and respondal to the Message Very often,
on Saturday afternoons our famili es would acawmpany us and after our
open-air witness we would havea picnic, before returning home.

Thae were many
humorous experiences
- aswell as blessed ones.

- The mog outstanding
. one was when we
visted Corwen. Mr.
Ernest Owens who had
T afish and chip busness
JEp— in Pentre Broughbn,
September 1949 bought a  similar
businessin Corwen and duly went thereto live. On settling there, hejoined
the membership of the Congregationd Church and in due time, the
members set about redecorating the interior of the bulding and the pews
were re-varnished. For the re-opening of the church, it was decided to
invite the Misson Band from Broughon to condud the service Mr. Glyn
Jones of Bryn Bakery, Moss, kindly offered to convey usto Corwen. We
were to haveteaat Mr. Owens home. On the square at Corwen, we set up
our PA. and had an open air meding, goingin for teain relays. During tea
time, Bro. Vaughan took off his trilby ha and placed it unde his char.
While having tea unknown to him, the dog was quietly nibbling the brim
of his ha. When he picked it up, minusthe brim, he said, "Paul met lions
in Ephesus but neve met a dog in Corwen." This was nat the only
hilarious inadent that day. On entering the chapel for the service being
newly decorated, the seds had had a coat of varnish and were very tadcy.
After gitting for the beginning of the service, one literaly had to tea away
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from the sed. Mr. O. Roberts put his ledlet on the sea and later, when
cdled uponto give aredtation, herose to his fed to come to the frontand
theledlet was firmly stuck to the sea of his trousers. This caused quite a
chudle in the congregaion.

There was much blessng and God honoued the witness throughou the
District and it was not uncommon to find a seeker being counslled by the
roadside after and open air meding. On oneoccasion, 15 people came for
counglling and were dedlt with by theroadsde Wheneve any of uswere
planna to take a service in any of the churches in the circuit, Methodist,
Baptist, Presbyterian or Congregationd, we would split up into smaller
groups of 3 or 4. We were in gred demand throughoutthewhole district.

After about 16 months our venuefor prayer and Bible study moved from
Cerney Indgpendent Methodist Church to a re-conditioned out-house on
theyard of Mr. A. Richards It was from hee tha the work continued —
Bible classs, prayer medings busnessmedings Inded, this becane the
centre of thework for many months However, it was during this time, tha
a nunmber of the brethren felt tha the demands of the Misson Band were
too much and tha ther own churches were loang out and they fet they
should give more time to them. It was agredd, very relucantly that they
should cary out wha they felt. There was no split, no undeasantness at
al. Infad, we enjoyed swed fell owship with them for many years.

This left the ongong work to five members, Mr. LI. Davies, Mr. S.
Vaughan, Mr. D.J. Parry, Mr. A.M. Richads and myself. Bible, prayer,
bugnessand open air medings continued ungintingly for many months
During this time, there was an overwhdming feding tha we should think
of establishing a church as a base and a centre for teading and preading
the Gospel. The coundl housng estate at Rockwood, Brynteg wasindeed a
needy area We felt that it was wrong to start a church in oppostion to
other churches. So, first of al, we enquired if any of the loca churches
were interested in extending thar outread and establishing a new church
a Rockwood. We had no response. So it was left to us to proced to
establish and build a church. At this time, Mr. LI. Davies left the locdity
and the other four were left with the full responsbility of founding the
church. Our first thoughtwas to discern if it was God's will for us to
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proceed. Our prayers were very much to seek wisdom and indeed we were
exercised to trug God for everything. Eventudly, during the Spring of
1949, things started to move and we had to to se&k planning permisson
Thiswas realily given to usby the Rural District Coundl and atemporary
building was bought

Theoriginal building

At Plas Power Park, there was an army camp being dismantled and we
boughtone of the huts which measured 30 x 19 fed at a cos of £36 We
dismantled it and re-ereded it on the Site at Rockwood on a conaete base.
It was wired up for lighting and on the evening before we opened, it had to
be couded upto thehouse next doorand for thenext few weeks, we had to
run with a coin for the meter when the lights went out The floor was
covered with conveyor beting from the N.C.B. Our pulpit was an 8 x 4
foot table with the legs sawn off. It had been used in a pubdic house
previoudy - probably wet with spilt bee but it becane wet with the teas
of penitent sinnas, lod sheep coming into the fold. Such is the a
badkgroundof the church which was named "The Free Gogpel Misson,
Rockwood, Brynteg". But before we embark on the work of the church, |
think anote onead of the foundes.
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MR. S. VAUGHAN was a member and preade of the Independent
Methodist Church, Cerney. Also leader of "The Happy Hour" at Bereag
Southsea He possessed an outstanding gift as a children's evangdist. He
was employed at Gresford Colliery as an undeground ripper. He was a
strong Trade Unionist and a member of thar committee at the colliery.
Also, hewas amember of the Rural Didrict Coundl andintroduced prayer
at the beginning of thaer medings. He was awarded the B.E.M. for his
services to the community. With all these demandsupon histime, he could
aways be relied uponto be present and prompt to whaever cdls were
made upon him.

MR. D.J. PARRY was a member of Poolmouth Methodist Church and a
fully acaedited preadier on the Wrexham Methodist Circuit. He was
employed at Llay Main Colliery, as a haulage hand and was a member of
theloca Labour Party. He was the agent of the Parliamentary candidae at
oneeledion. It was standing by as a listener to an open air service, tha he
truged Christ as his Saviour. The leader of tha meding was myself way
badk in 1938 He was a devout scholar and scribe and as | study the
minutes of those days, | am moved by the predsion and clarity of his
recrds

MR. A.M. RICHARDS, member of the Congregaiond Church, Brynteg,
and Sundg School teather, was convated while teading in the Sunday
School He was a haulage contrador, particularly in cod haulage His cod
lorry was invduable to the work and was our main conveyance on open air
outings andfor carying material to the site of the church.

FINALLY, myself, member of Brake Methodist Church, Moss, fully
acaedited preader onthe Methodist Circuit, conveated 17th October 1935
at 6.45pm. Like JohnWedey, "l did fed my heart strangdy warmed and
did trust Christ alonefor salvation”. | was a founde member of Wrexham
Group Movement and leader of Methodist Misson Band. It was while
conduding an open air meding a Pentre Bychan, tha Brothe Parry
respondeal to the invitation and was counglled on the roadsde | was a
candidae for the Methodist ministry and accepted for training at Cliff
College Derbyshire and after one month, had to return home, as the
College was closed when war broke out It was in a safe areaand a girls
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school from Shefield
was evacuaed there in
block.

On that Sunday morning
in 1947, the warmed
hearts began to be fannal
into blaang flames and
asthetorch blazed, so the
vison came for "Whee
there is no vision the
people perish." Vision
tumed to burden and

passon and the chorus often used in ealier days, was very expressve of

ourjoint fedings.

Giveme a passon for perishing souls
Showme Lord just where to begin

| know Thoucanst nat make use of me
Until 1 amcleansed fromall sin.

Point outthe weights that are hindering Lord
And come andburn up thedross
Giveme a passon for perishing souls
My boasting, Thy glory, Thy cross

These are the men. This is the badkground As clay in the Potter's hand,
moulded and fashioned by God. Thecdl was clea and al tha was needed
now was obedience and faith. God would give the inaeae. He would

grant uswisdomfor thetask ahead.
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The future bdongsto the children,
Though much to the past we owe,
Though much may be donein the present,
We stay when theold people go.
Thevison God gave to our fathers
Iscomingto usin our turn
And at thefirst gleamof its splendour
Our hearts are beginning to bum.

It is stage by stage to the golden age, thegolden age
It is stage by stage to the golden age
Far off we seemto view it
And thegoodwe crave will come to the brave
Who SEEGODSWILLAND DO IT.

In every age, God chooss men and movements to make His presence felt
or His will known or His purpos done and looking badk to all the
preparation and experience of the four men as individuds and as a tean,
we felt tha we had oneway open to usand tha was wha we soughtjug to
do.

‘Tis Jesus thefirst andthelast,
Whose Sprit shall guideus safe honre.
WEl praise Himfor all that is past
Andtrust Himfor all thatsto come.

Our opening day was 24th September 1949 and what better way to open
the record of the witness and work of Rockwood Free Gogel Misson,
Brynteg tha to take the page out of the minutes, written by Bro. D. J.
Parry.

THE GOSHFEL MISSON HALL, ROCKWOOD, BRYNTEG.
OPENED 24th SEPTEMBER 1949BY REV. MAYNARD G. JAMES,
PRINCIPAL, BEECH LAWN BIBLE COLLEGE, STALYBRIDGE -
ASSSTED BY BROS. SAMUEL VAUGHAN, LEN BROWN, ARTHUR
RICHARDSAND DAVID J. PARRY.
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The service was hdd on the front ground of the Misson Hall. It was
simple and impressve. Bro. James read a passage of Scripture. Then we
sang "Jesusshall reign where'er the sun" and this broughtmany teas of joy
from people in the congregation.

Bro. Parry was cdled uponto offer the prayer of dedication. Bro. Brown
spoke of the wondeful way God had answvered prayer and suppied all
needsto ered the Misson Hall. Upwards of a hundied people were outside
theMissonHall, while ingdeit was paded to cgpaaty. It was awonderful
day and a witness of wha God can do for those who trug Him. The
opening meding was followed by a threeweek's campaign, conduded by
the Rev. M. G. James, Ben Illingsvorth, Norman Ellison and R. T. Gunter.
One hunded souls were recrded as being saved or seeking.

TO GOD BE THE GLORY

A children's funday onthefarm

Thisis our own acourt. "The Wrexham Leader", “The Liverpod Daily Post", one weekly paper and one daily
paper pulblished reports of the opening days. "The Flame", the official magazine of the Calvary HolinessChurch
reported the opening and their editor was the Rev. M. G. James.
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LEADERSHIP
Len Brown

There is no doudt in my heart tha | havebeen cdled of God to be the
leader in charge of Rockwood Misgon, Brynteg (Ezekiel Chapter 3); to be
the shepherd of the flodk, to pread the Gosoel, to tead the word of God,
to do the work of an evangdist, by the power of the Holy Ghog, through
theamazng graceof God.

| redize that many times | havefdlen short of this grea cdling and am
humbled before AlImighty God, as | havesoughtHim night and day, for the
compasgon, wisdom and all tha is invdved in leaing this work | have
been willi ng for others to take over from time to time but ead time, it has
falen to my lot to cary on and hold fast to the thingstha remain. Many
times the burden has been heavy and | am now feding that the spiritud life
of this church is at a low ebb. | have sought the Lord, weeiing and
redizing the frailty of the body and my own shortcomings, | havefelt so
unworthy but as the Apodle Paul said, "The Lord stoodwith me." | believe
with al my heat tha if the Lord had wanted me from Rockwood, He
could have removed me. Theae have been times when | would have
welcomed it, but it neve hagppened.

This week, the Lord has
spoken very definitely to
me. His word cut me
like a knife when | redd
how a leade should
condu¢ himsef, not
only being the
mouthpiece but beng
fully committed, loyd,
contolled by the Holy
Spirit and for this church
to grow spiritually, dear
brothes and sisters, it
The Sundg Sdool by the van used for open air must be doneGod's way.
ministry We have a corred
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scriptural order: deaconswho were eleded and cdled to share in this holy
cgpadty, two deamnesses, Mrs. Gwladys Parry and Mrs. Marion Brown,
and two deacmns Mr. Eric Vaughan and Mr. David Walker and members
who havebeen born agan and redeemed by the blood of the Lamb and are
very predousin thesight of our Lord. Each oneof us has talentsto use in
the service of the Master and if thiswork isto flourish in the coming days,
there should be a strong desire and effort to work togeher, to be loydly
committed, with our lamps burning brighty for the glory of God in this
placewhere Christ has placed us

Read | Peter 5, Ephesians4:11-16, Jeremiah 3:15, 17:16-23,23:1-4.

Open air ministry
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MARION'S STORY: THE FIRST 50YEARS
Marion Brown

As | take up my pen, | will endeavour by God’s help to write about the
ladies part of the work at Rockwood Misgon, Long Lane, Brynteg. Len
often asked me to contribute to his memoirs and of course, being the busy
people we were, | never redly got around to it, but now, after being 6
months without him, | redise I now have the time to do wha | had
promised.

TheLadiesWork

My mind goes bad to the ealy days when, aongwith the 3 other wives,
Mrs. Gwladys Parry (wife of David Parry, founde), Mrs. Elsie Vaughan,
(wife of Samud Vaughan, founde), Mrs. Anne Richards (wife of Arthur
Richads founde) and mysdf, the youngest, Mrs. Marion Brown (wife of
Leonad Brown, founde) began the Ladies work.

After a few months had passed after opening, the ladies decided they
would like oneevening on their own. Our men folk stayed in to look after
the children on a Monday night and this was our night out We mothers
loved it but not only us our children loved it too. | can speak of my own
for they loved dad to take over from mum and also dad loved it. Mum
would neve be home before 9 o'clock when the children were al in bed.
Wha atred!

We not only had youngladies in our fell owship but older ones too and we
younge ones loved them and leaned from them. Mrs. John Griffiths and
Mrs. Chales Vaughan were two godly ladies and they were chosen to be
Presdent and Assstant President. Mrs. Griffiths was the more forthright
oneand Mrs. Vaughan the more gentle one God redly used them and they
were the means of leading many of our ladies to Christ Jesus Mrs. Parry
was arealy convated when the Misson opened. | was convated soon
after it was opened. I'm not sure when Mrs. Sam Vaughar and Mrs. Anne
Richards were convated but it was a glorioustime for us women. When
we were agpart, we prayed for eat other and also when anyonewas sick or
if a baby was barn. We aways, in thos days, had time for ead other,
hdpingin whaever way we could.
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We had awondefully attended women's fell owship.

Our Ladies meding congsted of chorus singing and persond testimonies
and lives were changed. The whole of the estate was moved in those ealy
days. We also had open-air evangdi sts taking a campaign which would last
for about 2 weeks and they jud loved to be with us The women would
cook meds for them and counied it a privilegeto havethem in thar small,
humble homes. Thos were days when ead one cared for ead other and
aways entered into eat othe's problems and shared with them and hd ped
them wheneve possble. We
had about 50 ladies attending
our Monda night fellowship
and there were times when it
seaned impossible to g&t away
from home and children. It was
aways a dash for 7 o'clock
when many would be running
down the road with ther codas
thrown over thdr aprons no
time to change to finey but
eadh was glad to be among
God's people, when we sang to
our hearts content and listened
intently to the Word of God.
Theaewas | always a cup of tea
and a biscuit afterwards for
eathh sster had to bring her
own cup for we only had the
Sisterhood trip to Llandudno in June pare esentias in thos days at

1953 theMisson.

We had a combudion stoveright in the front which got very hat and on a
Mondg night we put a big kettle ontop, and by the end of the meding, the
kettle was boiling nicdy when we enjoyed a cup of teain peaceand had a
chat for many were not able to get out agan untl the following Mondgy.
Oh thos times were predous and we didnt indulge in idle gossip ether
becaie there was so much to share with eat other from the previous
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week and our spiritud mothers, Mrs. Griffiths and Mrs. Vaughan, were so
hdpful. They were gred examples of faith in Jesus. As they gat older, we
would visit them during the week in ther homes and it was a tonic. We
feaed for the future and wondeed how we would manage without them
for we relied on them so much. When they did leave this eathly scene, for
glory, of course we missed them and ill talk of them but they had trained
uswell and the Word of Scripture rangin our eas, " As | was with Moses
so | will be with thee." During theill nessof our dear Mrs. Griffiths | was
propased to hdp Mrs. Vaughan, which was a gred privilegeand | felt God
cdling me closer to Him and enabling me to spe&k for the Lord.

Many of our lady members, espedally the olde ones, becaneill and some
died. We had a tean of sick visitors and God blessed tha ministry, going
from home to home, praying with them and conling them. We were
always made welcome by thar families. There was always an open door.
Believe you me, it was a full-time job and a very necessary one People
loved avisit and till do.

The ladies of Rodkwood Misson
have played a big part in wha we
cdled Faith Teas. We were neve
short of anything. We used to have
aufficient food to feal the estate so
you can well imagine tha wheneve
thee was a tea party, thee were
plenty of children waiting to take
bags of food badk home. The food
was aways welcomed because there
were many with big families and
many mouths to fill. The Lord
supdied our every need.

The Ssterhood 1953

TheMisson'sFirst Birthday

What a cdebration! | think everyone turned out and we were bursting at
the seams with food. One of the ladies made a big, beautiful cake with a
big candle onit. They were happy days. We didnt havevery much but we
al shared wha we had and the atmosphere was eledric. The power of God
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was so red and people
cane from far and near
becaise they all loved to be
at Rockwood.

Ladies opened thar homes
becaise we only had one
room a the Misson so all
the cooking and preparing
was donein homes nearby.
Hospitality was something
40th Anniversary tha al did, but wha has
happened today? Very few
have the time or the willi ngness despite the fad that there are modean
fadliti es but a few fathful ones remain. The work stuaion has atered
over the years. Now, mum and dad seem forced to go to work to provide
for homes and famili es and of course, church attendance has gonedown.

| had a knodk on my door oneday. There stood a man enquiring about a
Women's meding hdd in Rockwood Misson. He wanted to hold a gas
demonstration. He thoughtthe ladies would be interested in some up to
date equipment. "I'm sorry,” | said, "but our church is only for preating
the Goel." He was quite put out when | tried to explain about Jesus.
Prase God the Gogel has been faithfully preatced down the years,
weekdays aswell asthelLord's day.

We neve havegoneout to the pulic to raise money for the upkeep of our
misgon. The Lord supgies our every need. Many have said, "What is
wrong with sales of work or rummage sales or raffles?' We are not
dependent on any of these thingswhen the Lord Jesusis red and a grea
Saviour. All that we possessis His anyway and He expeds usto be good
stewards

We havemet with many wondeful people over the years and havebemme
as a grea family, sharing and caing throughthe graceof the Lord Jesus
Chrig. We can recommend this Person, our Saviour, who died on
Calvay'stree shed His predousblood set usfreeand providesa honmein
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50th Anniversary

heaven. We jud praise Him
for our salvation.

As presdent of the
Women's Fellowship, |
want to say | am
encouraged by those who
hdp in so many ways down
the years. There are those
who haveworked hard such
as seaetaries, providing
spekers eah  wee,
treassurers, looking after

finane, sick vigtors, pianists, flower arrangas, assstant presidents,
cleanes, those who open doors and put on heaters, all keeping the house of
theLord in goodorde. Everyoneis very impartant and appredated.

We used to havefaith teas which were like wedding recegtions We aways
had plenty to spare. We aways had aladies annud trip, usualy in June It
was a day out on our own away from the family, no cooking, no washing
up. Many missonaies have visited our women's medings from all over
the world. We have been so blesed. Mrs. Richads had a wondeful

ministry keeping in
touch with ead
one Shemugd have
written hundeds of
letters during the
life of ourmisson

Personal

Memories

| had attended the

Brake Methodist

Church from my

baby days, caried

to church by my

parents,  William 50th Anniversary
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and Evelyn Broad. My father and mother were stewards of the church and |
loved to be at every meding and grew up to be a very adive member. Tha
was where | came to know Leonad Brown. He was converted there at the
age of 17. Mrs. Parry was a member of Poolmouth Church and we were
good friends and old neghbours. | only met Mrs. Vaughan and Mrs.
Richards after the Misgon was opened.

Leonad and | married in February 1945.The Misson opened in 1949.We
al had youngfamilies and it was had work when we wives leaned tha
our husbands were involved in opening a Misson Hall on the Rockwood
estate. 1 was very indgnant about it all for | was not gang to identify
myself or my children with such a hut of a church. | was a respedable
person so | was not going to attend such a placeand anyway | loved my
church in which | had been broughtup. My father gave me the answer of
my life which shocked me at thetime, "You need to be with your husand.
A house divided cannot stand." | respeded my father for he was a wise
man but | thoughthe was on my side He loved me but he was guided by
the Holy Spirit. My father and mother were spiritud and therefore were
direded by the promptingsof the Spirit. They were whole heartedly behind
the work of Rockwood misson but they would missus at the Brake for
Leonad was an asst and also a Methodist local preade but God's ways
are notour ways.

As | gt in my char, writing and thinking badk, many predous memories
come into my mind. The opening of the Misgon in my own experience
was very moving. | hadnt quite head anything like this preating on
salvation and wha it meant to be born agan, conveted, saved or whaever
term you like to cdl it. | knew | hadnt got this experience tha others were
testifying to. They said that the Lord Jesus was red and dive and tha he
had died persondly for me and | neeled to repent of my sin. | rebelled at
first. | thought "l have been to chapel since | was a baby, grew up to be a
Chrigian but the Saviour wasn‘t then near to me and on the Mondgy night
following the opening of the Misson, | got out of my sed trembling and
crying and acknowledged tha | was a sinnea and repented and by faith |
was born agan.
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Then | was a babe in Christ and had to lean to walk hand in hand with
Jesus, to trugst Him day by day. | had to lean to read my Bible. | had rea it
before but nowit made sense. It lived and now by the graceof God | began
to love the Word of God and | wanted to be amongg God's people and
attend as many medingsas possble. Always beware of thedevil becaise it
wasn't easy in those days with afamily of 5.

Leonad and | loved our children, Bryan, Susan, Elizébeth and Paul. We
had always donethingstogeher until Leonad was involved in the building
of the Misson. There wasn't as much time spent with them as used to be. |
used to fed abit negleded too but God took usthroughthose times and we
matured spiritudly. Our children got to love going to as many medingsas
they could. We had children's medingsand youngpeople's adivities which
they loved. So we praise God for the blessngs of those days. I'm sure you
will appredate it when | say | could go onwriting in this strain but redly |
should be writing onthe Lord’s work.

Thenew building, c. 1969
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All our children enjoyed coming in those days. They met up with othe
boys and girls and many came to know Jesus Even to this day, those
children who are now parents and grandparents talk of those blessed times.
Many children who come to our Sundgy School now in 1999, are the
children of theoneswho camein theealy days.

Miraclesof Grace

Our men folk used to hold open-air medingsand one Sundg teatime, the
meding was to be hdd up at LongLane They were preating away and a
lady, known as Mrs. Jones, was in the garden. She said that she felt like
throwing the shovd at them for shewas confirmed Church of England. Not
long after, she and a friend attended a meding and got glorioudy saved.
Many from the Lane came and aso got saved, whos names are in the
Lamb's Book of Life, and are also in glory now.

We also had a child who attended or women's meding, who, in her child-
like faith, took Jesus as her Saviour but died at the ealy age of 10 years.
When different ones lost loved ones, the Misson was a grea source of
comfort. We were able to visit the homes and share our faith and rea the
preaousWord of God.

Many got saved on thar own hearths as our men folk prayed and led them
to the Lord. We were blessed with gody ministry. Each Mondgy night we
would havea different speaker but it was always the Good News of the
Gospel. We dso had, in the ealy days, missonaries, over 44 years. | may
have forgatten some, my memory is nat as goodas it used to be but some
predous memories remain which | shal neve forget. Our hunble homes
were opened up and we entertained angds unawvares - Gladys Aylward,
Laura McFarland, Joan Nicholson, George McFarland, Winnie Davies,
who was martyred in the Congq Ron Milli gan, Oliver Sue, John Fang and
many students from Emmanud Bible College We havebeen a privileged
people to have been born in tha age when we sat unde godly men and
women who saaificed ther lives to theLord.
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A few of the members in November 1995

| mug not forget Dr. Morris. He stayed with our sister Mrs. Parry. Dr.
Morris was a godly man who had gone without himself to feed those
people whom God had cdled him to and we had the blessed privil ege of
having him a owr Women's meding. One of our young mothes lay
dangeoudy ill in Wrexham Hogital. She was criticdly ill and not
expeded to live after loang her first child. It was a Whit Mondg morning.
Dr. Morris and our men were at a prayer meding spedally caled for this
young woman who lived on the estate. He had not met he but he lay
prograte on the floor before God for hours. Then he stood up and said,
"She is going to be fine" Praise God she did remve and got perfedly
well. She was told tha she could haveno more children or else her life
would be threaened but now praise God, she has two grown-up children, a
daughter and a son. This was only one of the mirades tha took placein
tha period.
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The Children'sWork

The children’s work was an important part of the Misson. Hundreds of
children from the estate lane attended the medingsdown the years. Happy
lively children were aways waiting for the doors to open. They loved
singing choruses, having Bible quizzes and stories fromthe Bible.

They were poverty stricken days where children neve bothered about a
patch on ther trousers and holes in thar shoes. Very often they had dirty
faces and rings aroundthear necks where they had only washed so far bless
them! They got to lean about Jesus and many children had a red
experienceof thelLord Jesus

We had Sunda School and week-night medings and our hdl used to be
padked. People living close to the Misson would stand outside ther doors
or st on walls to hear the children singing and many caught on to the
choruses. | head it sad tha men would be singing the choruses down the
pit, women at thewash tub - it hdped to lighten theload.

We used to have Sunday School Anniversaries when over a hunded
children took part. It was a gred time for them and for ther mums, dads
aunties and undes who came to hear the children. The Misson would be
padked to oveflowing. The children would be on ther best behaviour and
in thar Sundg best. They looked like littl e angds but believe you me, they
were not aways like tha. We used to have two full Sundas of
Anniversaries becaise we had too many items to leave any child out Even
the tiny tots would sing "Hea the pennies droppng”. Mrs Parry was ther
teader.

After the second Sunday, Whit Monday would follow and it would be the
Sundg School trip to Rhyl. Our treasurer in those days was a younglady
who used to be excellent at her job. Shewould order 7 double decker buses
for parents and children and the fares were very low in those days and if |
can remember rightly, eat hired buscos £8. How much would a

coad cog to hire these days?
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Sporsored walk for Bangadesh by the Rockwood Seniors Sundy

Sdool
We were neve able to go into caés for food because no-onecould afford it
but the children neve went short of anything. It was agrea day out, ared
trea and the only holiday tha many had. Everyoneenjoyed it to the full.
We mums would take al the food with us— sandwiches, cakes and pies
and all the children would havean ice-crean. We never went off the sands
We would al stay togeher and play roundes and football, paddle and
make sand pies.

We kept pennies for later when we would finish up at the Marine Lake
where there were bumping cars, the big wheal and the littl e train around
the lake. We would finish with a pennyworth of chips and pop and then
bad to the bus for 8pm. Many were sick on theway home but had had a
wondeful day and | can’t remember it raining. The Lord redly blessd us
in those memorable days

Oh the young people thoughtit grand to stay tha extra hour untl nine
o'clock. We neve had any problems with behaviour. A few got log but
they were soonfound We would al betired out but very hgppy.
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Sundg Sdool craft

There were many big families in those days. Len and | had 4 children so |
knew how hectic it was. Our olde young ones were getting redly
interested in spiritud things- prayer groups, Bible readingsand open air
work. It was a gred experience for them. Our older son went farming and
oneyear went alongwith many of our youngpeople on holiday to thelde
of Man. It was a camp from Emmanud Churches. They took over a school
and they had grea times. Many had neve had a holiday before. The cost
was £5 ead for travel and board for 10 days. It was quite a saaifice for
parents to find themoney but it was agred holiday for theyoungsers.

How very thrill ed we, as parents were, when our own son cane home. We
were at the Pier Head, meding the boa. Some of the youngsers were
green with seasickness They made arrangaments to keep in toudh because
they had made grea friends Many got conveted induding our eldest son
Bryan who later was cdled of God to go into full time Bible training at
Emmanud Bible College, Birkenhead. The youngsers kept in touch and
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arrangements were made for a tean of boys from Liverpool to play our
boys at footbal and the girls would play our girls at netball. The local
Brynteg school headmaster was very goodto us. He would alow the girls
to play netball and use school property on Saturdays and the boys ther
football on top pitch. Then ateawas drealy madefor them at the Misgon.
We always had plenty to spare. The children would go home, wash and
change and smarten up and they would be at the Misson for 7 pm. Thee
would follow a grea time of fellowship before the friends left for
Liverpool. We had grea times with the young people. The Lord truly
blesed us and we are grateful to the Almighty for keeping His hand upon
the work. No glory to man, it must al go to the Lord. We saw our four
children get convated. They al worked alongsde ther mum and dad and
othe dear fellow Christianswho are known to the Lord.

There was a group of young people with guitars. They would sing in the
services and would go into Old People’s Homes bringing joy to the londy
andtheaged.

We were not always on the moungintop. We had many valley experiences
but the gredest lesons leaned were in the valley. We did not dare rely
uponour own resources but were condantly aware of our weaknesss but
theLord Jesus was red and we were leaning to walk step by step with the
Saviour. It was hard work but the Lord gavethe strength.

Mr Sam Vaughan was a gred charader and was well -liked by the children
when hetold them stories on Sundays. They loved him to tell of the snake
in the grass Of course, hewas referring to the Devil and his antics. When
hedied, it was a grea loss to every department of the church. Mr Parry too
was a sick man and was out of fellowship for many years. Mr Richards
was full-time worker at our othe misson at Coedpoeth leasing Len and
ou family at Rockwood. The Lord brought into our fellowship Mr
Vaugha's brother Eric. Mr Dave Walker and family came from Leicester
and he becane adive in Sunday School work. Both men later becane
deamns and worked alongsde Len. Many vauable souls are known to
God who have hdped in the work, espedally Sunday School. It is hard
work but very rewarding when we see children kneel, pray and ask Jesus
into therr hearts very simply. Grown ups havealot to lean from children.
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Over the years we have seen children’s children come. Some got married
and moved away from the district. We would med up from time to time
and they would aways remember thar Sundgy Schod days and refer to
the gred times. Many have come and gone but the few faithful ones are
still with us after thirty to forty years. The Lord has encouraged us through
them. They have been
unnmoveable, working
slently for the Lord. |
would love to name
people who have
redly been fully
committed to the work
but I'm afraid | could
offend someone by
leaving their name out
They have been
appredated by Len
and | down theyears. |
have gread memories
Sundy Sdool Famly Sevice, Easter 1983 gTolriéT:gti? r:;d( of the
The present age is not the same. People have prospered, time is limited,
presaures, both parents working, no time for the valuable thingsin life.
Money pays hill s but doesn’t bring joy and hgppiness | haveproved Jesus
in times of povety, sickness bereavement, to be a friend that sticketh
closer than a brother. | thank Him for His provision, His protedion, His
peacewhich passth undestanding, the joy of my salvation. | havemany
brothers and sistersin the Lord for which | praise Him.

The work of the Sunday School is a grea concern to me in these days
where children dorit hear much about the Lord Jesus who loves them. My
prayer these days is tha young parents once again might redise how
important it is to send thar little ones and better till to bring them to
Rockwood Misson Sundg School. God has wondefully ansvered my
prayer for Children’s work and has suppdied workers, cgpable, loving,
caing people with a God-given gift for teading children.
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Thework of Rockwoodisthe
Lord’s and al glory mus
come to His hdy, predous
name. | thank Him for the
privilege of hdping in this
come of the vineyad. "To
God be theglory, grea things
He hah done" This work
will goon.It'sthelLord’s. In
this day of apahy and
barreness may we, as God’s
people, pray once agan for
an outpouring of the Holy
Spirit upon our own lives and
the community in which we
live. May God our Father, through Jesus Christ his Son, our Saviour, be
pleased once agan to move by His power in response to our prevailing

prayer.

Marion Brown

It cogs to be fully committed. On His return, may He find faith in
Rockwood, Brynteg.

Aswe are geting closer to our Anniversary, we are getting thrill ed to think
God has so blessd this work after 50 years of witness There are many
people who deserve to havethdr names here in print but | asaure you |
dorit want anyoneto be offendal because we havekept these memoirsto a
minimum. Mr A Richardsis the only surviving eder and we thank God for
his fathfulnessand trus tha he shdl be at our Anniversary Service, God
willi ng.

To God betheglory great things He hath done
Soloved He theworld that He gave us His Son.
Who yielded Hislife an atonament for sin
And opened thelif e gate thatall may go in.
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THE LAST TEN YEARS
Terry Jenkins

Prior to the 50th Anniversary of the Misson in 1999 the building was
upgraded and modenised. The significant areas of work being the
ingallation of a full central heating system fired from a gas combindion
boiler. A sugpendel celling was fitted in the church areaand schoolroom
with insulation above togdher with new lightng fittings

The cdebrations marking the 50th Anniversary of the church in 1999
commenced when the Salvation Army Band with Rockwood Misgon
Fellowship and Sundgy School marched from the church up to Brynteg
Community Centre for an afternoon of thanksgiving to our mighty God.
The speder on the Lord’s Day of the 50th Anniversary was Pastor Bryan
Brown of Ipswich. A speda Monday evening service was hdd the speaer
being Dr. David Hughes.

Theyear 2000saw the wedding of Chris & VictoriaKing at the Misson.

Vigts to Valey Court started in 2001 sharing with residents the Easter
story and message of Christmas. We continueto havegoodfell o